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HOUSE OF MOURNING. 



m TMM DdT OF jorMMitTT co»tmnu 

£cclefiaftesj vii. 14. 

Many are the fayings o£|he Wife, 

In ancient and in modem books enroU'd> 

Extolling Patience 

&it toth' affliacd in his paogt tHeir foond 

Little prevails ; or rather feems a tune 

Harfh and of diflonant mood from his complaiar^ 

Untefs he 1^1 within 

Some fource of' confolation frooi above ; 

Secret refkvihingi that repair his ftrength, 

And fainting fpirits uphold. 
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A 

FRIENDLY VISIT/&f^. 



I OUR prefent aflliffion, mj de^ 
inendr demands fometfaing more than the 
ufual forms of condolence. Sorrow^ which 
like yours, cannot be prevented, may yet b^ 
alleviated and improved. Hiis is my deHgn ill 
addreflSng you, and if I fcem to intrude upon 
your retirement, let my motive be my apolo* 
gy. Having felt how much better it is to gQ 
to the houfe of mourning than to the houfe offeaft" 
ing ;* Having received my beft Lejonsy Com- 
f anions f and even Comforts irt it ; I Wduld 
adminifter fix>m my little ftock of experience 1 
and while I thus endeavour to aflift your 
meditations, fhall rejoice if I may contribute, 
though but a mite, to yourcomfoot. 

Eccl. vii. 2. 



4 A Fttisi^Dir rzstt ro tau 

Were I, indeed» acquainted with the pe^ 
ciiliar ctrcnmftances of your lofs, I ftoald 
employ particular confidcrattons : but n^ 
prdfent addrtfs can have only TLgemral aim i 
which is to' acq^ttt the heart, ata faroiira- 
ble moment, with its grand concerns; to 
gire it a ferious impreffion wfaeny^MM/^ 
and an heavenly cBreSion when nmoei, Jjtt 
us, therefore, fit down humbly together in 
this houfe of mourning : If the biort of the 
njoife heftnm^ here, your experience^ I hope^ 
wUl prove that here alfo it is fartned: and let 
us calmly contemplate fome momentous Ob- 
jeds intiniately conneded with it, and viewed 
with pe(c&liar advantage frcmi it. 

Our god is the firft of thefe objeds : 
with him we feldom form any clofe acquaint- 
ance till we meet him in trouble. He com* 

mands filence now, that He may be heard ; 
and removes intervening objects, that He may 

be ieen. A Sovereigm Disposer appears, 

who, as Lord of ally hath only refumed what 

he lent j whofe will is the law of his crea- 

* £ccL viL 4. 



• m)i»S OP MOURKIIfG. 5 

Xxxv^B ; ftQcl who exprd^y dedares his wiU in 
the prefent affliQion. We {hould feriottflj 
^^ofiderv that aUaUoyed repugnance to the 
detcrmiaal3ons of his govenunenty (however 
laade known to m) is ^«; -and that everj 
wiih to altttr the appointments of his wifdom 
IS fiMy i tuff b§on» not nviat 'Wff ajk* When 
Goo difcoTcrs hinrelf in any matter^ thofe 
who know him^ nmii kiKpJilcnce before him** 
Shall he that £9nijfndetb with the Almighty in'- 
JtruQ him? How jaft was the reply \ ^^ Be* 
hold! am vik J vibat flioU I anfiuer thee? I 
tmlllay my handupon my moutb.**\ 

Thisfilent fubmiflion under trying difpen- 
fationsy is variouily exemplified as well as in- 
culcated in the fcriptures* An awful inftance 
of fin and forrow occurs in the family of Aa* 
ron ; his fons difregarded a divine appoint* 
menty and there went out fire from the Lord^ 
and devoured them ; but Aaron held his feace^X 
Eliy in fimilar circumftances, filenced his 
heart \nth thb fingle but fufficient confider- 

* Kab. ii. aa f Job xl. 9, 4. \ Lev. x. 4, 3. . 



6 A FMIBIfDir FIVT TO tgE 

ation, " fi if the Lord.*** Daridt uader ^ 
ftroke which he declares confamed him* ob« 
&rves, ^ / tijai dwnb^ I opened mt iny moutk^ 
heeaufe thou didfl UJ'f And Job| ^ea 
ilnpt of eyexy comfoity blefled the name of 
Hhn who tool awayp as well ^gave.i 'What- 
ever be die nature of your cahunhyt may it 
be attended with fuch an humble and chfld* 
like fpirit as thefe poiTefTed ! 

Bi;it the Sovereign Difpofer Is alfo the 
COMPASSIONATE Father. AmoHg othct 
inftances of bis tendernefs, you may hav^ 
obferved the peculiar fupports he affords un- 
der peculiar trials. Let us mark, and ac- 
knowledge^ the hand which mingles mercy 
with judgment, and alleviation with diftrefe. 
The parents I have juft mentioned loft their 
children under circumftances far more dit 

4 

trefSng than yours 2 The defire of your 
eyes (if not the idol of your heart) was, per- 
haps, almoft a ftranger : you ftrovq hard to 
detain it, but He, who cook the young chil- 
dreu into his arms and bteHed thiexn;^ took 

* z Sam. ill. i^. f ^Pfa. zzxix. 9. | Job i. %t. 



nomS OP MOVRHING. f 

yours $ and) taking it, feemed to fey, ^kat I 
db thoa know^ ndt no^i htit thou Jhalt Inom 
hereafter ^^ patiendy^^r this little we /» 
C0ne unt9 meyfir offuch is my kingdom^ coxn- 
pofed : Verily I fay nivto youf that iff heaven 
their angels do al*ways behold the face of my Fa* 
tberJl. " If I take away your child, I take it 
to myfelf — ^Is not this infinitely beyond any 
thing you covld do for it ? Could you lay to 
it^ if it had lived, * Tbbu fkalt *wet^ m more^ 
the days of thy mourning are ended ?*§ Could 
you (hew it any thing in this world like the 
ghry of Godf and of the LatiA .^|| Could you 
nuie it to any honour here like receiving a 
erenun of life Z**^ 

The voice of a Father of mercies and a G<}d 
rf all comfort j'^* fpcaks as diftin€Hy in tlie 
death as in the birth of an infant A voice 
m>as heard in Ramah^ lamentation and hitter 
'tjeeping ; Rachel^ *weeping for her children^ re* 
fufed to he comforted^ tecaufe they nvere mt. 
Thus faith th^ Lord^ ** Refrain thy voice front 

• John xiii. 7. t Matt x. 14. 

% Matt, xviii. za S Ifiu zzx. 19. 

|Rar.zziL»3. IJamcsLxa. ••aCor.Lj. 



'iueipingf and thine eye$ from tear t^ for thtre h 
hope in thine end^ faith the Lordy that thy chii^ 
drenfhaU come again to their onvn border.* Ft 
if not the nuHl of your heavenly Father that one 
efthefe little ones fhouU per ijh.^\ 

Is it a pious friend that has jiift yielded up 
his breath ? The fame voice feems to fay, 

** Turn from himi or rather turn from his 
day— bh fsidod garment. — ^Jy<f himfelf is taken 
from the evil to come / — he is entered intopeace^ 
When the able miniftcr, the exemplary 
Parent, or the faithful Partner depart, a con* 
ftemaition often feizes the circles which they 
blefled. We are fo ftunned by the fudden 
blow, or occupied with the diftreffing cir- 
cumftances, that we fcarcely can hear God 
fayingf " Fear not^ /, even /, am he that com- 
fortethyou :§ I, your Father, am yet alive : 
I gave you your departed friend 5 I fent eve- 
ry benefit which was conveyed through him ; 
truft me for bleffings yet in ftore ; truft mc 
with him, and with yourfelves.** 

♦ Jcr. XV. X 7. t Matt xviii. 14. 

4 Ifa. Ivii. I, a. $ Ifiu IL xa. 



'Whatever aotions one who liv^s nmthwi 

Cod in the ^world may form of djtng, mm 

Mkovld learn from his word to regard it mere* 

I7 as a 7V<i;(^io«}<<— a change m^hich noth- 

ing is loft which is really valuable* As fare* 

\j as we believe that Jefus died and rofi again^ 

£q furely do we believe that them alfo n»ihieh 

/hep in Jefust ""wV/ God bring ninth bim.f 

Taught of God, we (hould view Lofies, Si<^- 

nefs, Pain, and Death, but as the feveraltry** 

ing ftages by which a good man, like Jofeph, 

is condudted from a Tent to a Court. Sm 

his diforder ; Chrtft his phyfician ; Painlas 

medicine ; the Bible his fupport ; the Grave 

his bed } and Death itfelf an Angel, exprefi- 

ly fent to releafe the worn out Labourer, or 

crown the faithful Soldier. / heard a voice 

from heaven^ faying unto tne^ Write ^ llejfed are 

,the deady ixthicb die in the Lord from henceforth : 

Tea^ faith the Spirit^ that they may reft from 

their labour i ; and their nvorks follow them,\ 

But admitting the ftate of your departed 
Friend to be doubtful, yet in all cafes that 

♦ I llicff. iv. 14. t Rc"^* *»^- *3' 

1 



lO A FRIENDLT FIStT TO tHR 

*jire really fo, let us cultivate' honourable ( 
thoughts of God ; let us remember the 
Faithful Creator. Righteoufnefs is his 
throne, though clou 3 s fur round it. What- 
ever he has left ohfcurs^ we may fafely leave 
him to explain. Let us recoUedt that, amtdft 
innumerable obfcurilies, he hath made things 
clear in proportion as they are important ; and 
therefore repcatedij^ urges it upon our con- 
fctence> that the door is ft ill open to us ;— 
that it is awful to ftand before it unrefolved; 
that we muft truft him today ; and tliat 
tomorrow he will equally remove our con- 
jectures and our complaints. 

Perhaps you are ready to reply, " I have 
heard many fuch things : and / alfo could f peak 
as you do<i if your foul njjere in my foul's Jlead :* 
but my heart, and my expedations are (o 
cruihed by this blow, that I can hear nothing 
but ** thy bruife is incurahUy and thy nuound 
grievous ; thou haft no healing vtcdicincsJ'^\ 

• Job xvi. a, 4. f. Jcr. ixi. n, 13. 



HOUSE OJBV MOURNING* 1 1 

• « 

Beware, however, of falling into their fin 
who limited the Holy One of IfraeL* There 
IS a charge continually brought againft man^ 
that in his troubles, the Source and the Rc- 
foarce are equally forgotten. Though afflk^ 
tion cometh not forth of the </iz^,f — -yet none 
faithy Where is God my Maker^ nuho giveth 
Songs in the Night ?% Endeavour then, in ex- 
tremities, to recolle<Et an all-sufficient 
H?RiE«D— -a very prefent Help in trouble- 
He at lead may add (as he does in the paf^ 
lage. juft alluded to) " I <will reftore health unt9 

thee J and I ivill heal thee of thy tvounds', faith 
the Lord** Cannot the voice which rebuked 
a tempeftuous fea, calm our troubled fpirits ? 
Is his hand fhortened at all, that he cannot 
'llefs our latter endy like Job's, niore than the 
beginning ?§ Is it not the Lord tMat maketh 
pooTf and tnaketh rich ; that bringeth low and 
lifteth up ^11 Many, whofe hearts have been 
•defolate like yours, while they have looked 
aroundj have at length looked vpfrjRo unto 
Hivif and been lightened,^ A fingle promife 

. * Pfa. Izxviii. 41. f Job v. 6. 

\ Job XXXV, X. § Job xlii. 1 2. 

jl I Sam.ii. 7. \ Pfa. xxxiv. 5. 



has afiarded them not only relkf> but ftroQg 
coofolaiion. 

Let tisy therrforei> mj dear friend^ turn 
Jlg^Un to this finmg hold as prifomrs of hope i 
^ven today can he fender doMe unto us** Let 
"US look to Abraham* s Gopt and Jib eocovtr- 
ag^m^tis oars I ^* Fmt mtf — J am Cod jh^ 
Mtamrrj'''^* ^. I am all^iufficienty in all 
caies : I am eAOUgh $ and able to do tiiceeding 
abundant fy above all tkat youaftiorthink^ Ihavc 
taken away ^j gourde but doft thou well to 
be angry ? have I left nothing for thankfi^l* 
nefs ? this world howerer caitfiot be your 
homsj nor its objedts your confolation : they 
are all too poor for the foul of man. Lodk 
unto Me andbefawd ;§ — Acquaint thyJklfni}Ub 
Me and be at peace ;|| FoUoiix Me and youJhaU 
not 'walk in darknefsybut have the light eflife.^ 
However dark and diftrefllhg the prefen^ 
date of things may appear, commit tkf 
fittherlefs children to my care^ I nuifl pr^^ 

* Zcch. ix. la. t ^^^' *^ *• 

\ Eph. ill. ao, S Ifa. xlv. aa. 

II Job ^xii. %%. % Joha viil la. 



firw them alive $ and let the 'widows truft in 

Still the beloved objed is gone, aad.yoiiir 
heart ft^vi;^ , You caa fcarcely receive 
couniel from itifiaite WiSloni^ ot coxnfor^ 
from Omaipotence. To every ixfk encour- 
* agemeiit ftm aze ready to reply, « Wilttbtm 
fiew *umdetft9 the deadf'-^aU the deadarife 
and praife thee f-^Jhall thy hvkig kindfiefs. he 
declared in the grave 9 or thy fidtitfMbieJs in de- 
flrttffienf\ His word repeatedly affures 
you they ihall ; and that all that are in the 
' graves Jhall hear his voice i"^ but it infonn$ 
you glib, that He can do abundantly more 
for the living than merely reftore their dead 
friends, or revive their fainting ipirits ;— -it 
teaches you that he can fan^fy thp repara- 
tion,-— that be can give a divine life to the 
forvivor, though dead in trefpaffes andfais^^ 2xA 
mfeparably unite both in his kmgdom* If 
the Comforter could make up for the lofi of 
Chrijts bodily prefence ; yea, make it even 

« 

i John V. a8. 5 Bph. ii. t. 



• « 



14 if niawofr ri$trrro: the 

$9^ddkntiint HRJkouidga atm^ ;* h«# mock 
more can he fapplj thie place of every tt^th 
(»re ! - .. *., 

May this CoMPOATsk, iniciiighh trotd 
in your infnd> help yovti^ ittj witb sttsnfi* 
(fence highfy h0iiDUi<able»^ki«{felf iilidbA 
CTofpel, « Mj poor perifttiig |^«dis$ fadmh 
withered k d^y- befefe I exptlded it ^-^o^dy 
Broken rctd^ \^ gone ;«-'4rat God i»Mi,*i>i4Ni 
father to thefatherUfiy-''''an^Jb4;tni t& thi^itkk 
0W9 f — amtnoWyLontf what^naait tfif^ t^ /irm 
ty my hope is in thie. % Thda ^canff gttirf inej 
/« thine hbufiiy a pim:eand a ^ame'hetter t^oA' tf, 
fins and of daughters^ trtd 'anevertaJUng^ntHfii 
'which JhaB not he ca^^.* J attd'thCTcFcfre; 
though the fig-tree Jhdlmt hUfihrn^' neither fiS 
fruit he in the vine^ yet 'I Hbiti' rejoice in'tSt 
L0RD9 I wiB joy in the' God of ut sJtfJP' 
tioff. n 

Oiice more ; let us endeavour, at (nth &Z' 
fons as theie, to recognize a Gracious Mom- 
iTOR. Whenever the horSfirOisf UtJ^eals^ 
Let as Mto at idch a time as.this 'Wfch 

•JohnzTi.;. f Pi^^lin Ixviii. 5. t P&hn txziz. 7- 
S Ifa. IvL 5. I Hab. iil 17, t9. 
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for k-is the'iFoito «f a.i^ri^y*-^ ^onderfid 
CawtfeSor* li^-vS' ^Mth t^ie Prcqpbet refidre 
to sfcend llie tower .of obfenr^ooi ?nd obf 

fimU anfwKr ^e^ mm, tin r^rwei, . If widi 
bfm We thos wacdk fmr difpeoiktiicm* at tig 

" God a eosJititaaUy raifii^ |ip v^effi»^ 

md ftnding'them in ha oaiae .te found the 

alarm mZi^.f He charges tbepa to admom 

i& Che mfdi :di& ^ndl as the &difii Virgiss* 

to b^wai^ -of flumbeffng^ fiace the hridet 

grdorq is ^ bai^ : and wheii one is called 

aiW^Tk to ^ryxothok dial; remaisi, ..' Beyeatt- 

fi m^jh'fir injkcb a» boar €tt yc think fi9t%' thf 

Sm tf Mamppm^ * X ^^^vit indeed* Vik^ the 

fom of Lot» de4>erately fcom xhc admoaii^ 

ttw> and.^eai: it as the fear of dotage.^ 

$0^sUiE6 tho^ iu the Ads* areindovbtt 

fffyipg ^f»C to am^r^ * iVIfat fn^amtb this f •— * 

gswiiv/9Bir.*:g But Ti^UTHy like a itodc furi»- 



•■» • 



• Hab. a. t— 3. f Joel ii. r. tMatt-xxiv. 44. 
J.C^ W* Jl4f I AdU ii. .z», 13* • 



ouflf iffiodtedy but unHialm, remaiiis to 
fecrn its fcorners: aad, v^hile die witnelles 
continue to bear a faidifol and confiftent te£- 
timony, Gody fooner or later, appears in vin* 
dication of their integrity and bis own word* 
Entering a carelds £unily» he fmites the 
frft-born ; and, as one that «u;/// be heard» 
calls aloud, ** Jnaakef thou i^difleepefi ; arijk 
from the dead^ and ChrifiJhaB give tkee Hgbt*^ 
And is it not, my affiled ftiend, an in- 
finite mercy, if, by my mea^s, Ood will eiK 
ter ixath fudb a /#^,«^at he will roufe fuch 
a/lf^^^r.^— that, by his minifter lieath^h^ 
will arreft the attention of him who has 
flighted every other mtnider ? What pa-, 
tience ! what long-foffsring i to take fuch 
an one apart ; bring him from noife and^ oc- 
cupation into the ieeret and filent chamber ; 
i^eak to his heart ; and feal the moft import* 
ant truths on it, by the moft afi^ng im- 
preflions ! Is it not faying, ** Ho^JhaU Ight 
thee up9 Epbr^im f bowJhaU I ffuth thee as Ad- 
mahf**\ Certain it is, that queftibns, which 
before only reached the ear, often now, like 



ftarbed 2rTpsan% tjfiiiaiiifixed in the confcience 
«— confcieii(ce» iia loiiger ftifled or axnufedt 
difcovers the .CoNTEKi>B&» smd^ trembling^ 
before him, ciie%-^ Thu httft ehaftifed mCf and 
/ 'ojas cbaJHfid as •4 Mbck, umtccnjiomed to the 
jch : turn,tk(m m^ md/^l Jhall he tumed^fir 
thm art the Lerd ws^.Qod.**'^ 

This, X fay, is often the ode* and ihould it 
be realized ia jon, 9fi k has bedn in that of 
four prefent Vifitori iff iailead of flying for 
relief to every objed hot God, you are 
brought humbly to his feet mtb patient fub- 
miffion, feriotis iusquiry* £mFcat prayer, holy 
rdiblution, an4 firm reUaaice $ if, in a word^ 
by. thefevereftflroke^^.the^MSi^xtfMM'/is alio 
broken,^— your foul ejcafed as #r bird out of the 
fninre qf the frwkr^ t sii^d returned to its pro- 
per REST ; what reafoa wiU you have to fay» 

' Tbsfe we caU ^Hehed are a chofen band. 
Amid my Lift of Blemnga anfinite. 
Stand tbis the foremoft^— " "that my heart has bled*'' 
Wm Ml I Uefs Tbee i--MDft for tiie ievere ; 

daath,-'my imm at hand—— 

•Jcr. xxau. x8. f Pfa. cxxiv. 7, 



Biit death at hanfi (as «b.ioU miter est 
prefies it) ffaould'be de^it&Ja 9ib«% «sd kaA' 
ys to confide next 

Sorrow, as tbe mhid«Ca!St»<if a^fii^ 
futi^re world* If aiif '^^pp^^' liuu itey eni 

bed contemplate the ftefeia hh^\Pf eitoil^ 
ing die lAmfi 0/ giirik f* llief i- wliole d^drt- 
menty howevefy ^v^ ^tk ft ^^osfees^^Ai' 
much too giddy fi>r jfektdttis ohfovttiM t 
having eyes 4hey Jee"rMt,\ - ' !' - - 

Look at die cfeceaJM, '%iid tont e jmp late 
preifent things. His da^ft a& ilim/4rafM # 
kis beatitf a6iilbnM^4ike«tbe m^k^fiemngdr-^ 
Mm^ ; tils cares ^nd- pkafkres a ^irtam i 
his attatnment^ a^ the j^^ 'which fldntirffli- 
cthin the mortiing, and* in the ercnbig i» 
^cut down^and ^4thereth ; hi^ years a iaki 
his ftrength, Uibwr and fom>m- . So fooA » 
the whole cut offandfledy that we cannot help ; 
repeating with the FCalmBt^Veriiy-^'^everii «i«& 
his befi eftate-4s altogether VJsiTT,%^-^ 

* SccL Til. 4. ' . f Mark TiiL iS. 

tPiiiuzzsix.andxc. ^ ' 



#r a vapour that appiaretb for a .liUlffivbiUf 
gmi tbm vamjhcth anaay^^ 

a frfa&Ataliifr^sarVdr;th|tt^life kfelf exhibits 
•Iktk more than a funeral proceffion, where 

' friasd fi^Uovs' :£n«i|df y^pi^^ff^^ today aiMi 
wept lor tonuMvi^*^ While wi^ are talkmg 

' of oiio» aaoiber p^^l^esr^we ai^ sdatmed, but 
Wioldat^dl There is, .however, relief in 
^tf very- .leftedioA ; <* M7. fiiend is goae^ 
but am 1 weepiagas if Iwero to^/Z^^— «Isbe 
diMi'for i& the n^np^^ *m the t^temoon I 
fliatt certainly be calkd/' Inconiblable dif- 
trefti therefqces siay ungtrd our loins> may 
iwafte-entrhowiit^ avi4 caufe tts>to make fsitsd 
nutates ia dte joofiiey, l^it does not Imng 
OS forward d fi^le flq> ton^ardft ailedting^ our 
^Friends in duit Aai^ wl^ere preient joys and 
fotvovjrs will be xtocoikfted cnly as the dream 
^ofadi ft e mp cr e dhigbfi, . 

Iff after many ft^rmer adnddntttons, an Eir^ 
tun ffi3t ui^d us- to elteib^; . andV as we a£^ 

♦ James it. 14. 
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tendtdy pointed to the kingdoms of the wrU 
andtheghry of them ;• if our hearts hare been 
the dupes of the vamfMng profpe^y and oar 
ears eagerly helmi' the propo&l» ** all ^efi 
things nxjiU I give thet ;^*\ fet lis now hear the 
Toice of a FftiEMDyCidliifg usi though in an 
-Qnexpe^ed Iray^ to xemmune nmtk otir hitart 
and hejiiil ;% to know, at baft in this our dn^ 
of vi/Hationf the thsrigs ^ieb Mong to 'i»rr 
peace s§' and alfo what thofe things kre which 
bide them from our eyes^ 

It is at fuc]^ feafons as thefe that 'we more 
clearly deled the lies of life* It is in the 
Houie of Mourning thati what the fcrlptare 
calls, lying ^mnkies, lie ptediarly naked and 
expofed* lietus'here examine what fo late- 
ly dazzled us. What now is the fuffh and 
fm Unen^ that caught oar eye ? What is k 
to fare fumptuoofly cmly fbf a day f Who is 
he that cries, <* ^ouU thou hafi^nmch goods hid 
up for many yet^s^ take thine -eafit eat, drinks 
and he merry ?% I trail you now feel the deqp 



^ Matt. iv. 8. f Mhtt iv. 9. } Pfa. lY. 4. 

f LiOec ztjL 4a. II Lake xri. 19. f Liike sit. 29. 
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I 

in%iy 4tnd titter rum of that dyin j( creature, 
ttrho can &lj nothing better to ^is ibul th^ 
i^ji Tou catf feavcely hdp ctTing out, 
^ Wbat ifottiAtne&» WhiBUt madiieft tbisr^ in a 
tiMMHtntfo kutrdting as IStt I with a prof- 
ftdft fa as^ iffi Eeemity i'^ 

Th« tmdi i% God fpealcs'iraTioufly and in- 
eel^djF tp msui refpefibg .his pro^eds hotJi 
ptrefait agad future ; but prefent thiags ieize 
his- hearty. folisd h^ ejres^ ftcipify his con- 
fciettce;9 aod^ carry, hitti away captive. Ndw 
^aAiftion:ts iGo4 fpeaking londer/^ and 
Bnml^g wstb. the heart of xnan ; erying, as 
he haf jatf^.in yonr hoitfe» **jdrifranddepartt 
ibis U mij^^r^r^^ ithpMiUd; and, if you 
perfii^ in atteinpting tp make a reft of it« 
mfiti d^r^ you nxtiUf \m/ore d^aShnJ*'^ 

Qiur p^» indfsied* is the .very re verfe of his : 
ive love our. s^ve foil^ and try to Arike our 
rpot^ deeper ^d deepei into it : firmly fixed 
in earthy we would fain draw our whole life» 
Arenas and nouriflinient> from it And 
here we ihould 2iot ovXyfade as a iW^ f hut, 
with every tree that hcaretb not good fruity bg 

.*Mi«.ilxa t«a-l*iv. i. 
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hewn dovm and (aft into the jirri* 4lid.imt 
mercy interpofe.. r: 

We feldojn, however, difcem mercy mitt 
frji approach. Is it Mercy- that tears me up 
by the roots ^ — that cuts the fibfet of frntet- 
eft union ? — does it prune away the fiAeA 
branches ? nip die lovelteH buds ? and cover 
the earth with bloflbms ? — Yes, verilfi*— 
fmce the very life of the whole, ofiSen- depends 
upon the removal of a part,. Mercy will 
wound to heal : regard to die tree wilt;ftrip 
off its moft flourifhing fuckers : the great 
Hufbandman will not fail to adoptee Aarp^ 
eft means for the improvement of his chokeft 
plants : fir every ^branch that heareth fimt 
he pufgeth Hi that it May bring firth more 
fiuit»\ Though the Lord eaufigriefi yet it is 
in compafioTiy and according to the multitudi of 
his fnerciesyfir he doth not affliQ nmitingiy^ nor 
grieve the children of men; % bltt foon or late 
inftruds all his children to fay, •* / knd^y 
Lordy that thy judgments are right ; and that 
thoH in faithfutnefs hafi affliSledme** § 

* Matt. ill. ic. t John xt. 9. 

i Lam. iii. 3^, 33. § Ffglm «six. 7/« 
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♦^Lct jjotg-thenrfbre, the change of the pref* 
«nt fcene difcompofe but dire<ft us : it chang- 
es^ in order to prefent the only unchangeable! 
one* By thus rending the veils which meii' 
tsj to "throw, over a dying Rate, and difcov- 
ing^ TEEBL* written on every creature, the 
XQoft.cardels are often fo roufed* that. they> 
fficxn to awake and recover themfelv^s : they 
itpfCSkVt for a tijne at Uaft, to become ov^s 
tf> .underfiand thcfe things y and ferioufly to con* 
fiisrtheir^ Utter end. f May this falutary im- 
j»refixoiiL» however, my dear friend, never be 
worn ixamyour mind, but lead you habitu- 
ally to look from this fading, to that abiding 
pTofpe^, which is to be found only in the 
£ts&m AL WoRLO, — and on which it may be 
neceflary here to drop a reflexion or two. 

I think you mud often have remarked 
thatthe urgency and budle of prefect things, 
not tonly raife a cloud of duft before our fu- 
ture profpe£b» but early beget a falfe princi- 
ple- that the pnfent life is the only one. You 
mud aUb have obferved that ten thousand 

•i,fcwantbg. Iian.v. 47. f Dcut. xxxiL 19* 



&16 maximsy nhicb daHj €f thitnxg^ Qie 
worl<l| take tfaetr life from this prime fa]&» 
hood. Whereas, in £i(3;» the prefent Hfe» ia- 
fiead of being the ^ak, is coxnpaxativeljr 
ndfUffg .* a. Sta^^ a P^ssr^^y a Dreamy a we^ 
ry day^s J$ur7iey. What i& d^fs drop to tbt 
ocean before fis \ What this moment to fter- 
titj f As a Theatre, mdeed, in whidb God 
exhibits the wonders of his providence and 
grace ; or as a Stage, on which we are to ad 
our parts withont any opportunity of repeti* 
tlon s the prefent (late is infinitely grand and 
important : bat furely no greater impofltion 
can be put upon the Pilgrim than to perfuade 
htm that he is at Hofne ; or to make him for*, 
get and drown his eternal interefts in fiach 9l 
vidon of the night as Life. 

0o yoH not, my dear fiiend, fendbly pcr- 
eeive this \ While you fit hete, does not the 
cloud break, and the mtft fubiide ? Have 
you not already fo realized a hetUr^ that U ^m 
havenfy country ^^^ as lo adnttFC him who pitdb« 
ed oidy a hat hereyf bmftedfsAly looked &r 

•Heb.xLt^ 'tHch.».fi. 
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0t city that bath fiundations ?* are you not rca? 
dj to take hold ofthejkirtofthis Jew^ layingi 
* We w/igo luith yoUf for ive have heard that 
God is 'with you ?*f 

Seeing this, you only fee truths ever ex- 
hibited in the fcriptures, and living princi- 
ples in all who are taught of God ;% for he 
alone can enable us to ufe his own diicover- 
ies ; and how gracious is he» when he re- 
nioves any objedl which might prevent out 
thus feeing Himfelf, his kingdom, and htt 
righteoufnefs ? of whofe removal may prov« 
the occafion of our feeklng them I 

Juft before tlie flood, there were, dou(^t- 
lefs, among their men of reno^wn,]] admirtf4 
projedors ; but there appears to have been 
but one trufy wife man aniong them ; one 
who faw and ferioufly regarded his Profpe^ts. 
And he, hing warned of God of things notfem 
at yett moved 'with fear^ prepared an Ark to the 
faving of his houfi>§ Now foch a man is.th^ 
Chiiftian. He feels the lUGrld faffing a^iM^ty 

• Hfcb. XI. lo. f Zech. vili. jij. \ Jolin vi. ^y 
H Qen. vi. 4. . » -J Hob;jU. |. • 
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mfith the lufts thereof^ lut he that doth thenvillrf 
G^ abideth forever.* * I feeV fays he, * thai 
however finely they drefs tbepageant of tUs 
world, it pa/eth by ;t to a creature like mc, 
going, haftentng, fucb an jirk is worth more 
5ian ten thoufand dying worlds. Let th« 
Gay laugh ; let the defpifers ixjonder andpertJb;X 
with fuch Profp^fts before me, I mufi be fe- 
Tjous. He that cannot lie has revealed the 
terrors as well as the glories of a future ftate : 
l^e fpeaks of a ^worm that dieth notf and a fire 
that it not fuencbedi§ as.well as of <f fdnefs of 
joy amd pkafur(is for evermore, || I muft not, I 
dare not, (hut my. eyes againft thefe swfid 
reaUties. I will not facrifice my ibul to a jeft, 
fior mifs the fifigle opportunity a&rded m^ 
fbr iu falvadoik He that calls for my wbdc 
heart is worthy of h : whSe thethbigs wfaidi 
have hitherto engroiled it, though they can- 
not fathfif I find they can ruin it, / w/tf 
therefore arife and go to my Father ^^ to my 
Saviour, who has promifed to atfi cut none 

• I John it. 17. t z Cor. vii. 31. ^ A£b liii. 41. 
S Msrkix. 44. B PC xfL ix. f L«kfi xv. s& 
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that come uoto htm.* Yea, doubtlefs, I count 
^tl things but lafs^ that I may he found in him^f 
At true ARK9 uie only refuge, which God 
has provided for perilbisg iumers.' 

Such a man, indeed, is the Chrijiiafh but 
the Chriftian, after all, is but a Man. In a 
ftate like this, he needs to be contiaaally 
ireminded of his own principles. Even the 
nxyife Virgin llumbers though the Bridegroom 
is at hand. But a cry is often made in the 
family, before that which will zt milnight 
awaken the world: one like that in the 
houfe of Pharaoh for his firftbom ; or tKaft 
fo lately heard vol yours. A cry, which,, 
wh3e it roufes the Sleeper, fiUs Jiis eyes with 
tears and his heart with pangs ; often pco« 
duces fttch views of God, of the preiRsntt 
and of the eternal ftate, as all o^er monif 
tors woi|ld have attempted in vain. 

Here then, my afflidled, but, I hope, in- 
ftrufted^ friend, let us fludy the heavenly 
fcience of gaining by lofes^ and rifing by de- 
fttjfions. Leaving the wildernefs, like Mo*- 

, • Joba vv 3 7. t Philip, iii. 8, 9. 
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^s» let US afccnd the mount di fcriptural &£' 
eoVGty^ and iUnrey a profpe^Sl of which bk 
was bat a ilnulow. liiet us look from vicifll* 
tude and defolation to what alone is incor- 
tufitble^ tindefiledf and fadeth nbt a*mcty ^ aild, 
ih the hdufe of ^fflidbn and dektfa^ let dps 
"c'ontemplafe ahbtife yidt made *b)ith bands, efer- 

iial in the heai/^s.f How tefrefting to loofc 
frolh k hirAlj htttB: of its conapanionfe and 
tbmfoits to Mount Zion^ the city of the living 
tfod^ the hechefdy Jerufalem ; to an innumera^ 
lie comptin^ of angeh : and to the general ajfenh 
Itly and chUrch cfihe frftbo'rh nvhich arenvriften 
V« heav^ 4 the crily ferailj- i^bich cannot 
be divided ; the obly friendfliip \^hich fhiSl I 
not difappdint bur warYneft e^|5e&a?tJ6n. | 

. Glorious as this profped is, {perhaps Jrw , 
•^rc ready to reply) " I have b€en''l(>iigtn tk^ j 
. habit of viewing it very indiftin^tty. My at- ' 
.tention has been fo fixed oh oncbdow, tiiat ' 
I livt looking into the Grave rather t'hto >*^ 

* 
• X Pet. i. 4. t » Cor. v. i. } Heh. xii. a», 4^* 
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yond It. My fpitits are fo broken, toy heart 
{o wounded, and my eyes fo dim with watch- 
ing and weeping, that I can hardly read 
what \& before me, or recoiled what I reaiL 
If ferio^s reflexion compofes mefor afeW mo- 
ments, I fbon relapfe, and feem to lofe figHc 
of every fupport* I Indeed feverely feel what 
ycHj fay concerning the />r^/fiw^ life, but 1 view 
the glories oiE iht future like a ftarvmg crea- 
ture,, who, looking through the gate of thfc 
Wealthy, fiirveys a plenty which but increa&S 
his ahguifh.** 

•Theife fe, ho't^ever, flns '<Hfiference at leaA 
fcfetwden your cafeis ; the pleifty 'whii^hyau fvi 
hyoUrfy if you are really wilKi^ to afccept it. 
You never recervfed a gift which was lb 'ftec^ 
ly teddWcd, or To ifuJred to yctor iteceffity, hi 
that gift of ^GoSy *^ich \s eternal life through 
J'eflis Chrifiy* Iti order to view this more 
^^'•<tinaly, bt iis tonfider the fofficiency itf 

* Rom. vi. as* 
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Our provisions— for fF^dom iaSf 
Imh her houfe^ JJjc hath killed her heafis, Jhe hath 
mingled hernuine^ and furnijhed her table. She 
alfe crieth upon the hlghejl places of the city^ ^Who* 
fo h/mple^ let him turn in hither ;* and to him 
that nvanteth underjlanding Jhe faiths * Comef 
eat of my breads and drink of the wine mhicb 
t have mingled ; forfake thefooUJh and live.'* 

Man, indeed, is daily reminded by the 
Thorns at his feet, by the ftireat of his brow^ 
aad by the daft to which he is returning, 
that his paradife is &/? :\ but Paradife regain^ 
^ is confidered radier as an Idea ; afubjed 
fer Poetry. That book, however^ which i 
hope you have chofen as your beft compan* 
ion in tl^ Houfe of Moumkig, like the vi(id& 
c^ Jacob, not only (hews the heavens open* 
ed, but di&overs a gradoas Mediumof aom*- 
munieation and inter^courfe, as it were a M* 
der let domnfrom heaven to earth.\ A medi* 
|iin fo futted to the fiate of man, that die 
^akefl; and vileft, who is humble enough to 
take hold of it as God's ordinance ; advance 

• Prov. Ix. I — 6. t^cn. iii. (8, 19. 

% Gen. xzvuL %%, 
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I & ftep at a time ; and call for drength to 
\ proceed ; may climb by it from Earth to 
; Heaven.* 

I Are 7ou» my dear friend, among the 

' number of tbofc> who Hand before God not 

\ only as ftript of their comforts^ but humbled 

I under fin as the caufe of all the defolations 

I with which our fallen ftate abounds ? Open 

your book at the fixty firft chapter of Ifaiab. 

: You will there perceive the moft precious 

privilege of Paradife reftored ; the Creator 

defcending to the eohdition and wants of h», 

creature} and once more holding commmim\ 

with hira. The broken hgarted^ the captive^ 

and the mourner ^ are here (hewn One migh* 

ty to fave and to relieve : and» that filch 

ihould not miftake their friend, when our 

Lord flood up in the fynagogue to read, he 

fdedled this pafiage, and, having read it» be- 

clofed the book with faying, * This day it thit 

fetiptwre fidfilUd in your ean^\ * I am, as if 

he had (aid, this Deliverer and Defire of 

naiiont ;t the fame yefterday^ todays andfqr- 
* Compare Gencii$ uvilL with John i. ji. 
t ^uke iv* %i* \ Hag. iL 7. 
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ever ••* hkffed art. they that mov^rn ; for thej 
Jhall he comforted :\ hleffed ^re ye that hunger^ 
nonu ; for ye Jhall he filled: hlejfedare ye that ' 
nveep now s for ye JhaU laugh^X 

I fcarcely need obfenre that, in an addtiefs' 
like this, (a bow drawn at a venture) formal 
ftatements of the different topics would be' 
improper ; and, therefore, Ifhall not attempt 
to deCcribe, in their order, the various pro-' 
vifions comprehended in that fcheme of re- 
demption, ufi^Uy termed the Gofpel. It 
may be neceflfary, however, to remark, that 
the whole is a propofal to the hroken hearty 
anfwering all its obje(5tions, and meeting all 
its wants ; and that fuch a propofal wil) be 
i;ordially received only in proportion as this 
difppfition prevails* 

As it is the Sick who bed knows how to 
value a pl^yiician, ihcDeHor a furety, and the 
Criminal 2l pardon ; fo it is the awakene4 
confcience alone which will embrace a coa* 
fiitution calculated to humble the jpridcf and 

* lieb. xiii. g. t Math. y. 4- i X^uke v|. ai. 
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mortify the cormfHonsi as well as relieve the 
VMntf^ of man. If nuitbotU Jhedding of hM 
there can te na remffiw^ he, who is eameft 
to obtain it» will rejoice to find it thoagh oA 
the accurfed tree : andi however the freaching 

thh,crofs fhall be t&iaemisdfioiijhnefs among 

that perijht\ inch an one will not only 

ice in the proviGon, but magnify the 

ans. * God firbid that I JheuU ghry fave in 
fc croff of our Lord Jefus Chrift^ by nuhom tie - 
^utoHd is crucifix unto fWf and I unto the 

morld*X 

Our Lord reprefents the bleiSngs of his 
Jdngdom under the parable of a magnificent 
feaftf which a King made fir the marriage of 
ifs Son; but when ail things mtere ready ^ and 
invitations repeatedly fent» he points out the 
ruin of the world in its indifpofition to ac- 
eept bis gracious propofal. They made light 
4fitf and went their 'ways I However di£Eer* 
tut tb^ir purfuitSi they all agreed to rejed 
the invitation ; they began with oneconfent to 
make excofe : btat urged reafons, and fome 

* Heb. is. as. \\ Cor.i iS; tGaiL vL 14. 



^itafedf tlie ntflngvrs ; tec mbtt is dii» 
mote than the hiOcwf of hamani imure ia 
CTorfagei?*] 

^1m mjbxm^yitnf myxkar {riead« never fbr* 
get ffaftt the ga£t IflMlj . Bumtioiiedt though 
ftrak^ isiyMr ; and that, only lus^^aiQid i«« 
i^^hS^Mraftand wiohcmu Chvift ha«^ dechur^ 
c4 that all things are raaJg^ '; nxif bis g;ra- 
ct6usinflae&ce» accprnpanyiiog this bumUiog 
provldencey •farm. ia you a/piritual tafte for 
them ! Cettain I ^m thaty whenever thifr is 
attained) his name will be as ointtnent poured 
firth ;t-<-it will! give a iaTQttr eVea to ob&i^ 
lete poetry* . 

Chrift is a path,»if any be mifled ; 

He it a robe><— iipaiiy nakedhe; 

If any chanceto hunger4'<^h« is bread ; 

If any be a bondman^ he is ft«e ; 

tf any be bttC wcak">4]o«ir ftr«ng is he ! 

To dead men life he is { to iiclF |Aen health ; 

To blind men fig^ht ;' and to the needy wealth ; " 

Aplt^ttsewithoutlois; atnaior^ witfaoaciMth. 

To prepare tlie lieart for the reception of 
this treafure, as a God ofordcr, he is pjcaied 

• Mat. xxii. 1^6. fCaaM^-^ 



I to uicra fylicm ef .nieaiis^; cm- of niiichl 

hope he is nocv? emplo|rtng^ fb^^^urfooW' 

heabfa. I love toindnlgie luope^ ftnafflii^A 

^ 182. ft^ tsMoe; laid kt me Infelf iii^i%> 

: fiBce.Q9ciiuft'ealtbdr}n)a aliderfaa0<fpQ)i:«n^fi»- 

\ tm^iai&aHljt and yoa iia(ve ladloiiiMi^fo^ 

I leribiu neditationr d<>jaot tiK fsdviie^ o£ 

die Golpel appear new, fuificient, and ttsJdt^ 

ly fttitad to your cafe?' Do- you not mark 

that Oold which the thief cannot fteal ^ that' 

Pdundaition which no tempeft can (hake V 

£hat Life over which death hath no power? 

and that Peace which the Vorld can neither 

give nor take awayi Does not the religion ' 

of Jes0$9 that is fb forgotten and degraded - 

among men, ftand forwardnow as the one 

thing- needjul ^ Does ntrt his frfendfliip appear 

nbw 'to be that better pari'which Jhall noiW 

taken anvay;^' and which ^ ^one can Eelp in- 

extremities ? In the ^ecfc of human aff^irsi 

indeed, it is that God often makes- his trudi 

appear *, and catrfes Us GdJ^el, (like a ptank 

thrown out to the pcrifting mariner) to be 

properly ititown and priced. 
'^iikex.4^ 
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' '^'^efe are the gx«at occafions wliich 
fiorce the nimd to take te&ge in rdigioa 9 
Wbea.we have no help m ouHelves, what 
can remain but that we kok up to a higher 
and a greater Power i and to what hope mxf 
we.notTaife our eyes and hearts, when yfc 
,, ponfiider tha^ the oaiATBST Povter is the 

BEST ?" 

<< Sorely there 1$ no [truly wi&] man who* 
thus affltd^edy does not feek fuccour in the 
Gk>^ v4uch has brought Life and ImrmrtaU 
i/fy ta UghU The precepts of Epicvaus, 
who teaches us to endure what the Laws of 
the Univerfe make neceflary, may filencc» 
but not corOent VLZ. The didates of Zeno, 
who commands us to look with indiffereoce 
on external things, may difpofe us to con- 
ceal our ibrrow, but cannot ajfuagis it. Keal 
alleyiation of the I0& of frtendSf and ration- 
al tranqufllity in, the profpcdt rfour own. 
diflblution, can be received only from the 
pfomifes of Him in whofe hands are life apd 
death* and from the s^rances of another and 
better ftate» in which all tears will 1^ wiped 
- from the eyest and the whole foul fiiall be 



mauss OP uovsjfiNa. , 3| 

filkd "With J07. Philofophy may infufc 

SrtrBBORUNEss, but Religion only can give. 
Patience."* 

In health afid eafe, in^^enious Ipeculations 

may aihufe and fd^tisfy us ; but I think you 

nbw feel with me, that when He takes a^aj 

'- the defire of our eyet *with a Jhake^\ our for * 
rows afe too deep to be alleviated by the 

mere Orator or Philofopher ; we even turn 

in di%ulfc from him who would thus trifle 

with our caft ; we need a fupport the world' 

I cannot afford. * I faint,' feytf the wounded' 
foul : * I want an almighty atm to lean oa* 

: now ; yea, a very tender and cotupaffioaate 

I one too ; one like diat of the SoA of Man. 

i I need a merciful and faithful High Priefi^ -> 

\ tvho^ having been tempted^ knoni)s ho^ to fuc^ 

cour the tempted ;| that Man of SorsowSt ' 
! tl^at Brother bom for adverfity, who, being : 
I acquainted *with grief, can enter into my .cafcy' 
' and (Commune with me in all the peculiar!*; 

ties of my diftrefs. I now need oner who; 

can quiet m^ on his own bveaft, smd Ipeak t(^ 

-J 
I ♦ Johnfon. f Ezck. xxiv. X^. f Heb. iT. 17, x8. 
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xne with his tmisn voice ^ Weep not, the chiH^ s> 
ndt dead ha Jkepeth.* Weep noty thou affliU' 
idi toffed noith tempejly n»hen thou paffeft' 
through the nuaters I nviil he ivifh thee.\ It is 
true, this is the land of death, but / am the 
refurredion and the life ;% this is, indeed^ a 
dry and thirjly landivhere no nvater is ;§ but I 
will lead you to fountains of living ivaters : I 
will wipe away all tears frotn your eyes^\ 

You are ready, perhaps, to (ay, ' O that I 
knew ^ere I mig^t find him ;' but Relig- 
ion has be^n with me rather a cafe of iiecef*- 
fity than the high privilege of cooununing. 
with fach a comforter. I feel the mifery of 
living at fuch a diftance from my heavenly 
* Friend* (efpecially at this time) but want KIk 
erty to a{i|>roach nearer : Could I, indeed» 
repofe on thebofom you juft mentioned ^ 
<< but* aku ! my undcrftanding is cbuded,. 
my faith weak, fenfe ftrong, and Satan boTy 
ta filling my thoughts with falfe notions, dif* 

•^Lake viiL 5». f Ifa. zliii. a. \ John zi. 25. 
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'CcnltieSy ^aaddoabcs refpe&iiig a iiilare ftatCf 
^and die efficacy of prayer."* Though I (ee 
▼cry gracious propo&b made to retumiag 
finners, I tremhle to veatore : Death itfdf 
reminds me of tran%reffioQ : My thoughts 
Ay eyery where but to God* 

We readily acknowledge that among oth- 

icr views of death, it ihould be regarded ZM 

the nvage/ offin*\ It ■ is alfo natural for con- 

Tinced fiimers to tfemUe before a Judge who 

charges even angels with foUy. However 

Pride may boaft, or Ignorance prefume, he 

vrho meafures by th^ fiandardof a law which 

*is fo fpiritu^ as to regard a corrupt defirtt 

'vrill conclttde with the apoftle* that every 

mouth muji be Jioppedj and all the ivorld hecomt 

guilty before God.% A view of the divine 

€haradter» and of his own, led not only a 

Publican to finite upon his breaft, as the feat 

of apoftacy and pollution, and cry, * God be 

mercifid to me a finneri^ but fo perfedl axul 

4ipright a man as Job to ahhor himfelf^ and re* 

PI4A1 IMEeirt fetters. t ^om. vi. 23. 
i lUok iii. 19. $ Luke xviii. i j. 



4p jifUMffmnt pnkt ta^sM 

. pent nsr dufiand ajbes :* I |oay add that* 
me become proficients in theit ichool». we 
be more rc^dy to coMfifi limi to comf4ai»\ 
«re fiiaU learn to jaftify God in any iaftanc 
cf bis righteous diipleafore % and humi 
own^ that he has laid upon us far le& 
. our iniquities deierve.f 

But vrfaile the Chriftiany as ^ penitei 

• looks upon him whom, he has pierced 
< nt^urnsi as a b^liever^ b^ look^ at him w\ 

\vas wounded for trapfgreijiony and bppef. 
' finds it ^^ deiperate to do.ubt ^e refnu^t ^ 
. to deny the diforden Havixig formerly rail- 
ed headlong with the prefumptuoiup he noF 
^ fca.rs perifhing with the fearful and unbdi^- 

* w^4 ^^ ^^^^ ^^ atonement of God's own 
providing ; he pleads i;pon God's own au- 

. thority the merit of that blood nubich cleanf- 
eth from all fm ;} and by thus receiving the 
record ivbich God gives of bb Sm, he fcts his 

^ feal to it that God is trw\ 



* J6b xliL 6. t '^ ciii* i^- \ ^c^* ^^i* ^ 
§ I Joht i. 7. ♦!! John tfi. 35.- * 



t I$i this, my ^ dear friend, in any degree 
^roor fiaie ? Fearfdl, wandering, and Wound- 
ed ^SkS year heart is, does it yet difcover a reft* 
(ng. place ? Tnftead of wHlaing to evade the 
icharge of ^ manifold fins and wickednefs 
committed by tfiooght, 'mn'd and deed againd 
the Divine Majefty ; is the remembrance of 
th'em grievous, and the burden of them intol- 
llerable ?*' Do you fincercly detire to be freai 
fftom this burden, and to enter into the g!»- 
'rio^s liberty of the children of God? that 
1 heavenly communion and reft which has been 
» mentioned ? BdM the Lamb rf God ivbkh 
. taketb annay the fin of the *world I* Bfhold^hm 
exaited tote a Prince and a Saviour y 'to gtve^re- 
fentance and firgivenefs ofjins !\ Come to 
him as a fmner, and touch, with humble con- 
fidence, but the hem of bis garmet^t^ and you 
(hall be made 'whole :% Wait upon him, aini 
you Iball obtain both ftrength and liberty ; 
for if t^e Son make you freey you JJoall he free 
Indeed. § 

j *}ohfi i. *9. « * t A^8 V. .u- / 

I Mat. i^ %i. S John viii. -36, 



.4* -* nisimir ristr fo *« 

Rclpe^ng'yoUr fcnfe of wtaknefs, kt 
add that Pro^ijion made for fallen nature, c 
Tefpondtng to its various wants, is kt once 
charaiier and ica evidenced our Religiofi. 
is a glorious peculiarity of it, that its / 
jfis correfpond with its precepts. To ufe 
:languiige which beft conveys its mea: 
The kingdom of God is not in woup only, hut 
So in POWER.* He who enlightens the Ui 
^es, undertakes lojiressgthen thf nneakha 
jmd to confirm the feelle kneesi\ The Spi 
of wifdom and undetftanding is fiud to he 
alfo a Spirit of mighty .digraee% and tAfuppX^ 
^ation.i It is peculiar to our Teacher tludt 
he enables as weH as inftru6fcs his diiciples : 
*he firft prefents a profpe£i of the inherixancei 
then a title to it through his death, and to- 
gether with thefe, SiSords Jlrength to rife and 
^urfue it. Turn to the thirty fixth chapter 
of Ezekiel, and you will find your cafe an9- 
jdIj provided for,$ but recollect that it is add^ 

# I Cor. iv. aa f Ifa. znv. 3-^ 

I C,:oinpare ^Sech. adi. to. with Sph. I if* 
J £«ek. xa?i. %s^:r9'7» 



MbvH or MoutNUfisi 4ft 

|dr» « IfiMyetfir this be inquired 4/^ to do it fit 

Ifcjw.* // any afflicted? let him pray. ^\ 

^ B)it I xnuft not pafs by the temptation you' 

|(tntioned with refpedt to the efficacy of 

prayer : yon will^ perhaps* too readily obje6^9 

^ere it is that I fmk ; I prayed eameftly 

||br the life of the deceafed ; I thought at one 

time I faw ftgns of a recoTery» but the event 

kiakes me fear that I was not heard, and 

jhat I havt so FsetEnDieft now in 3Sartb or 

^aven;' 

I A little confideration will, I hn^t iKeW 

yovL your miftake, and prove that a petition* 

may be gracioufly accepted, when its paitic* 

Iriar objedt is not granted. Did not our 

Loan declare that his Father heard him al- 

ways IX Are we not told that when in the 

days of his fiejh he had offered up prayer s^ naith' 

ffrong crying and tears 9 unto Him that nuas- abb 

tb fave him from deaihf he was HBAat> in that 

Se feared ?§ Futconitder, I pray you, how he' 

was heard : Certainly not by having the cuf 

» 
* £zek« uxvl $;• t Jwa« v. 13. 

|»John xl 44. S Hcb. v. 7« 



taken a*u)Aj^$ (a cap at w^ich human natun 
however perfedt, muft reopil) but in beii 
accepted when he prayed ; in being fupport* 
ed while he drank it $ and in vidorioufly ac' 
cpmphihing his gr^d dcfign through drinks 
iiig it to tlie very dregs^ 

To come nearer to our own condition, wj 
fijid St..f AUL goii^ to Christ for deliver^ 
ance from fome fevere trial which he calls 
thfirTi in the pfi) ; he tells us that he alfo W2 
heard, and in the £ame way as his Mailer 
iM^ by hieiag i:tle^fed from iufiiBrix^, bat by] 
r^ceiviagibm/^iilgmore honourable and adi 
vantageous ; qaipely» that Gr^z^j which nf 
oi()^y fttpportsa BdUever througl^ \m tri 
but puts a h«Alii|g. virtiwJi^.tbfim. 
* Far. removed from the holy refignattonof 
ot^ Maft^r, we too much rtihnble m our 
prayers, the impatience of oi}r children, I 
remember when.ii fick one of mine has had 
f^me medicisQ to<2(kej he -has called loiidly 
t<^ me to comis and ai£& him againft thofe 
who were endeavouring to force it down : 
he, prokibIy> wondered at my ref ofing to rer 



* vovss <j$ MovRiriira* 45 

"^teve hiih ; but the little fufferer did not con- 
^der, though often toldy that he was not to 
be helped in that way ; he did not recolleft» 
that while I tenderly felt l^is cry» the veiy 
compaffion I felt for him, and the defire I 
had to relieve him, kept me from taking aiway 
the bitter draught. 

The truth is (and it is a truth frequently 
told to us) that our heavenly Father always 
•fends his children the things they afk or bet- 
-ter things. He anfwers their petitions in 
Aimi or in kindfufs. But while we think only 
of our Eafe^ He confults our Profit : We 
are urgetit about the Body^ He about the 
Soul : We call for prefent CorrforU He con- 
£der4S our everlafting Reft s and» therefore, 
wl^n he fends not the very things we aik» 
he hears us by fending greater than nDe can 
MJkorMnkJ^ 

Is any^ therefore, afikied f let bim prt^ s 
not only in the public fandhiary, or in the 
retired dofet, but let him confider that ther^ 
is a nevj and living way conficrated thr<mgh the 
ffi/f of a Redeemer's human nature, from 
* 4?plh tti. aa t Heb. i. 7^ 

H 



4 mwrnir f^inr «t tbs 

every {bene of retiremenit ^x aSidn^ ta ^ &f sf^j 
OY 8BAT ; where he fatfsfiet the hnging fif4^ 
and fills the iungry foul n»tth g09dnefs ; tipe-, 
cially fucb as ^ in darkneft and the Jhadom ^ 
tkathJ^ Oajr very mtfery and infimai^ 
ihould» in deleft d other prpaobers^ pcnut 
put the feat of our relief ; and dirc^ fuck 
frail and depravei creatsires to the common, 
Friend of the nfseary and heavy laden. Pom^ 
ing into his bofom all our complaints* we at 
once ohey his command^, honor .his chaxiao> 
ter» .and obtain his affiftance : for ocv baue, 
not an High Priefl: tuho camot be tcncbed vjttk 
ibe feeling ofoUrinfirmUieSf bttt *was in aUpomii 
tempted like as are liw, yet ^mitbout Jin* Le^ 
a/, tberefire^ come boldly uMo the throne ofGrace% 
that ns)e may obtain mercy y and find grace t9i 
help in time ofneed.\ 

Is it not a time of need with you I endeav- 
our, at his command, to approach with an 
holy confidence, for \ht fupply of all your need 
according to his riches in glory ;| and, at this 

• Pfa. cvij. 9, to. t ^^«h. iv. 15, id. 

\ Philip. IV. 19. , 



||isie :paiticularly» lor ihe illuiptiiation and 
[comfort of bis Holy Spirit. He whom you 
flo^licate npt' only invites^ but r^afins with 
\ yoa. " Ifyffi being «»/, hmu how to give goed 
ffts nnto your ^ifldmh ho^ mud fftore fl)^l 
four heavenly Father gioe tite Holy Spirit to tbevi 
Mdta/khimP* 

The religion of educatio:^ axid cuftom oIh 

tainsy more or lefs, eyery where ; but ferious, 

vitaU fpiritual religion is a cafe rfn^ceffity wiih 

{.^ all. We fummon our forces, n^e rsvniack 

^our fioresy vft Jpeiid our money fix that nvhich 

is not bread f and our labour for that niihich fati^^ 

fieth not ; \ we Ippk every .way, and call to 

every things till each in return loudly replies, 

" // « not in meJ'X Well, indeed, will it be, 

if, after all ourfruitlefs e^orts, we are brought 

to feel that the provifions of the Gofpel are 

the only bread for a hungry foul, the only 

balm for a wounded heart. 

* Luke zi. 13. f Ifa. ly. z. 

^ Job xxviiL 14. 



However foreign, my dear firiendy thefi 
tniths were from your confideration when wi 
firft fat down together, if it (hall pleafe Hin^ 
wh# cnnmanded the light to Jhine out of dark^ 
fiefs ^ to ikine into your heart, and effedn- 
aUy difcover the exceadiflg riches of bis Grace 
in thefe provifions ; then, though you fit 
weeping over your lofs, we are affured from 
.unqueftionable authority, that Angels arc r^ 
joicingf for your unfpeakable gain. We arc 
certain alfo, that not only every real friend 
will cry, ** This day is falvation come to the 
houfeX where we lately wept ;" but that, dry- j 
ing your tears, you yourfelf will be compell-' 
ed to exprefs your grateful fcnfe of the cor- \ 
redionyounow deplore, and fing, vn^ a 
companion and feUow-proficient in the fcho(4 
of affli^on,^ 

Father, I blefs thy gmtlr hand ', ! 
How kind was thy cbaftifing rod 

That forc'd my confcience to a Jbiid* ^ { 

And broug^ my waad'ring foul to God I ' 

* A Cor. Iv. 6f I Luke xv. la 

I Luke ux. 9» $ Pfa. cxix. 67—- 7U 

I 



. Fooliih and*vain/I w«tt aftray 
Ere I had felt thy fcoqrgctj LQ^dj 
I left ay gui<ie,— I loft my way ; 
i«t now I love anct keep thy word. 

" And here, fuffer me to drop a word or 
two refpeaing thefe 

Our companions in the houfe of 
Aiourtiing. Society is peculiarly pleafant 
vhcn we are benighted on a journey : and* 
efpecially that of a citizen of the place to 
^ichwcarc going. It is encouraging to 
travel with thofe, who are* convinced, that if 
tbey are cbajlened of the . Lctrd^ it is, thai they 
(houldmt he condemned with the 'world.* ^l^Jp 
gd are the poor in J^irit ; for theirs is the king-' 
dom of heaven :\ and h^re they are educating 
for it. Here they fit at the foot of the Crofs, 
and receive Icffons of faith and patience, of 
httmility and temperance. 

Blejfifd alio are the ^ure itt heart; for they 
hmfee G$d ;% who never fo unveils himfelf 

* 1 CJoft »4*- t Matt. V. 3. \Mf^^ Vi^ 
I 



A rtLtiNDLY rjsif ro As 

te in ieafbiis of (fiftrefs^ tn fight ^f hf# 
dtavadtr and vfoHk- tfaey bow be&re hi^ 
provideiicey yea, troft him in tiie iMfk ; &r 
hope is made to arife here* as a light in dark« 
oefs. Het^ the fpmtQal Httfl>andmaa id 
tati|^ txy'go forth nftff^ing^^ihemring tkiprt^ 
m$tf foffd of faith and krve, penitent and 
^«ycr ; afinred tktt hijkal/ (&m again nvit^ 
jpji bringing hhJheaUT wtb Urn.* Hert aUb 
^ heavenly Scholar aoqavcs /^ Ungm ^f 
tite Uarnedf that hcJhwU in(m 6^^ tofpuJt A 
mMrdin fca/bn $0 him tiat is wear/.f AncT 
liere the^troe Soldier otjdtm Chrift is fonncT 
Jigbtif^ the go9fi fight of faiths and toying hdi'of 
eternal lifiX in die very valtey and fliadow df 
death* He is here inOru^ed to c^ donuft' 
i^iaginatumsj^ thofe reafimings which pecul& 
fldy iiofeft and darken the bonfe of mbulii:< 
2ng ; and taking the fiidd of faith f and tht 
pmrd of the Spirit ; be ^tireflks not onfy witk 

«Pfa.cnrti.^ tIfs.L^ 



MOmM OF MO9MW0* §$ 

Stfl> and hlood^ hut nuith frincipalities atidfcnu^ 
#r/*-f«a mighty 'thoi^ &cret conflid wbicb 
<3od flmll oftc day declare ^ die world ; and 

i* Go^thy mn^ firth ^ ihfi&tfi^s oftbsfJocl}'X 
.^ la this faMf^.tbc|r:9dLh0W« kit ^ pxDi» 
^ their ia^ , Here fiood Jftcob peepiiig 
^iicr btf beloved ;Rachelij; and hesst Afiuro^ 
deplored his £ni8»t| Heio we trafi^lbc Oeps 
4>f Bsvid goktg'iip to bis ckanbcr^ aod cFjr* 
ing with a loud vcHce, *< ITmiM GW / J»4id 
i£r«/ ySr /Artf, Jhfid$mf mj fin ! my fin .'f 
^nd tbofe of Ezekiel, who, forbidden to cryt 
Silently r^figned th^ defir^ of his eyes to the 
llroke.** Bot enumex^tiop \g vain 5 hither 
jcame all the ions of Goi^ ti^e oply-^egotteiii 
not excepted, for Jbsus hini^elf Aood ai0f 
p}ept at the grave of a fricad.ff 



I Cant. i. S. § Gcq. zzzv. ^ 

jj Lev. X. 3. ^ » Sam. X^nu ^.* 



54 A MMMtr-rmr^ro -THE 

With (heh €<mipan7, is knot iiad-h^hrto 

go to the haufi ofimumi?^ than to th l»¥fe ^ 

fe^JHng ?*-^I knew one of* the&y a nmn nxiio 

had'fem c^^^nh^a fWf like fours !-»«« nun 

who walked and wt(>t In f<dila4e« bat wuh 

-no expe^tion of being pyin-faeard* There 

i^ {blneff^ing' ftii^Mdin gikfy «cid we caoco^ 

tiltentd itt e&Ooais witbtoo much candours 

great candour, iadeed> ishere reqfiLired»but, 

if atiScudedy k ^maj {fociii^. you at leaft> ^ 

Cofftpaaifrnt aa you pafi( tbroiigh thU yale of 

".learj. ■ •, . ... 

*• * * f * * * * * ** Set thee up ^ay marks ;% 
I- defir^ here to fct them up,, and to recoxd 
the fevereft of my vifitations in the houfe of 
^ my pilgrimage. Lord, prepare me for the 
next !*' 

<< I perceive 1 could not have properly 
fympathized with a friend in a fimikr cafe 
before this ftrdke. I fcould not have under-,' 
Jiood"\t. 

• ^^cL vii. ». • t Lti». ill. f.- 

i Jer. zzxi. ax. 



Ith&vt, at ti»es,.fofeltihc iniRortenfee of 

.dero^ things, that I thought tie bfsof any 

liffcft^t comfort would be tokrabU ^-rtbit t 

]badi» l<i«a how tmuab depftiKded on bemg 

ready, when the Son of Maa CJWW in fucb a 

■ «lfcdlnowfamdmtherig^tpofiticmto 
file the naartd and the w^rf ■;*-*-tl|cy ^tetth .^p^ 
fem onader ^pe^s emirdy now*-'. 

*#When I find « tny joys pa«fce4 tip smd 
gone;^ my heart flahi ; the'ddfgl«ti>f my 
•yes taken awa^y ; when I recoUedl ^ho* is 
gone before her, who is folfowiug, and what 
remans for the world to pfferj my heart 
iiics, / loathe ity I nvould not Hve ul^ay ;*•'♦-* 
** I thank God that / am alfo to go.** ' 

« I perceive I did not kiiow hbw aiuiSi my 
Kfe was bound up in the life of- a crcatwe :. 
ynht^Jhe went, nothing fecmfed left : ofte is 
not % and the rca feem a fpw thin and fcatt 
IcrecJ remains.** 

♦ Job. vii f^f 



54 A rKSNDir rmt to rwk 

" And yet how much better for my taiaa 
to befkdd«Jyhoufc<l,-to flip unexpeacdlf 
••• Ae ford to which 1 was conduaiJ 
fler, tht« remain expofed herfe ?— perfia^ 
"•WBeav^tmr r — f 

. "V":"'*'*' *^ l^ord, fparc my chUdl*— . 

he did-4)Ut not as I meant ; he fiut<*ed It 

from danger, and tflok it to his own hoin».»* 
« I have dften priyed, « Lord, fo&en mf 

VWt ! hutobk my pride ; deftroy my Iwi- 
ty 1" I knew enough of his way to fear th4 
"xi^fft »• M)d h* has, in mercy towards nA, 
»ega?dedj9fyJ«/mOTe xkanxajfielin^,:' 

" I prayed eameftly for her life: dnty 
compeljed me to fay, « T/Jy ^m /j, afc;»,._^ 
but I meofit nothing.'' 

« O my God, how long haft thw «Qai» 
>**«¥ j^wV »« '*»/ /w /* how much had 
thou done to cultivate it ?•— flwU it ftill rt, 
inaln fruitl,efii f fli^ it be cut down aft^. 

• X.ukc liU. ;. 
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• My paffions forged imprcflions tbat flic 
i^uld live ; but I now plainly perceive I sB 
^Hed to regard God and not im^afflmsi^ 

*' I have been long like one in a fever^ ait> 
tende4 at times with a ibrong deliriam : I 
begged hard that I might not be bled* but be 
meant a cure and pierced my heart* 

• O how {lender, how brittle, the thread 
on which hang all my earthly joys !* 

• I wifli ever to be aiking, • Am I ready, 
|h6ii!d he iend again and take ***, or ***, 
or myfetf f Setting my houfg in order* will 
|iot Tosiki death approach fooner \ but, that 
ft tv3I render his coming much eafier^ I feel 
by fad cxpcticnct.' 

^ When I pafs by the blaze of difllpation 
^and intemperance, I feel a moment's reUef*. 
I lay to my heart, < Beftill ;' at leaft^ ibe'is 
fiot kft to follow tfaefe igrmfatui: how much 
better is even the grave ibr my T ■ > than 
'tht end rf tkefi things r\ 

t Ua. zsxviiL z. f R^^* ^* 9,1* 



$6 A mixiiDir rmt ro't^jp 

* It is vain for xne to wUIiy as I have 9one« 
to leave the world ajid go to xfiy fi^ther, tbaft 
I might inquire into the whole of the cafe i 

the ceafonsi the fleps, the i/Tue, &:c. 'In a 
Ihcnt time I fhall, but he iajs «R0Ugh nt^ 
if I have ears to hean' * 

* In the m^an time» help me, O mj Go^ 
and Father, to recoiled that I received this 
drop of earthlj comfort ff om< a fprteg fffaidi 
ftill remains t help me to feel Aa£ sdtllfiij^ 
iiffential Is 'altered r fir tmib ihk it ikefimtkt^ 
of life .•♦ part of myfelf is alreXdf gone «» 
thee, help what remains to fcUovT.' ♦<»«,• 

If this humble attempt to imppove yoqr 
alBidion faa$ been attended with any fiitoelby 
you will readily admil a few roprlndjm 
hints with refpeA to • ,. i 

Ouit DUTYmfiMkciMWi&aft^ilis. Apd 
-ene of the firft, v»A prnuafal doti^t^ iIk 
(late, is, as hath been expidfedt toAC4liSil«f 



^t 



909M God in i^ It was charged upon (<mm 
fbat thef returntd not to him that fmote themf 
nor fitight the itord^ in their diftrels. On 
the contrarfy the clear apprehenfion Job bad 
pf a divine hand in his affiifitipnsy is as inftruc- 
five as his patience under them. While 
Grief pent his mantkf 'Faith /cU down and 
mvorjhipped i * Tie LorJ gave^ the Lord hath 
taken amiaj^ Uejed he the ^ame of the Lord.*f 
IaH 04 le^un from him neyev to lofe fight of 
^•Juth^r^ by an undue regard tp the mese 
0rewnfian(»s of our lois. We may tbii)): 
and fpeak of tha fymfptoms and ft^igg^s of thi; 
late removal \ cS the. pbyiicignsi of tl)p 
remedies* ^« in their fuppoff 4 right qr 
VTong application ; but w% fo ^s to forget 
ihat an U99¥>iAg Frovidepce preQded over 
the wholes yea* aAuaUy eondu£le4 every ps^ 
iptk reafens atf righteous as infcrutable. 

Whatever may appear to us peculiar in tl^ 
fick chamber^ the ^hole was but God's in* 
fended method of removing one» who h^d 
lived his full (i. e. his appointed) time. See^ 

«I0i.iz.i3. fjQb»L2|x* 

ft 
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(^ A mnmmnrinHt wo ms 

'ifig kif^iayt mre detirmmsi^ thi fuaAit $f Ajr 
month if muth tbee s ibom baft appHtded kim 
ijii bounds nubiob be cannot fafi/^ Inftead of 
fixing oar atteiHion * upon means and «tta- 
cures, of . flitch we know fo very littk» let 
tts turn to Him who wrought by thefe ia- 
ftruments, and merely efieAed his own dt« 
terminattons by them* Ceafe from vuuh fir 
•wb&reh it he to be accounted o/^ Let not the 
creature hide the Creator^ nor prefent things 
remain the fatal fereen of the future ; but, m 
every occurrence, mark the great Caufe* 0/ 
whomt awi tbrougb ivbom^ and tonohtmafeall 
thing f :t who non^ereth the very hairt of 
our heady and without wfiom even a jparroost 
* ftdU not to thi ground*^ 

WhHe others, tfaerefomi are wandering 
without an objedt, and bereaired witfaonta 
comforter, y w, are going to their worft ene- 
my for relief, fet us endeavour to i&y widi 
Peter, ^ Loid, to nabom Jhall'mege^ but to 
THEE ?* Coniider the great Fhyficianasnov 

•I 

t Job xiT. s^6, t '^** '^^^ \ Itom. :d. 36. 
5 Vitt. Xf a9, 36^ |Johavu68k 



froffAjig.^moA lerious i|iie&ion. to yoar 
•cQsifeieDoe^ ^ Wih tbom bt madt nxiMt P* 
Mmy the languaif^e &£ your heait be. that of 
tbe apoAle's* **> If b^r ^j^ mfifms ;''t then* 
^hongjh fecmixigly Ikaikyflred up of ^is grief> 
like Jooab^. you. iball fiad a refource m i£» 
«nd finally be preferred fy \t.% Thi^^daity 
like that which oace pierced an impoftbui^ 
ia baMles fliall bri^ beallJli with its woundi 
andfQuibiJl be eoabled* with many that 
are gone before y.0^9 to£iy» * Tif Lord iafJ^ 

fta/hmd W» Jiret but be hathmfigkim^^^'Wr 
mn$0dg^.§k * 

. Daty alio dire^ you to MOSsaATS youa 
GmiEF. Ottr heaTcaly Father, who bnonsps 
^uirframt^ and remembers tbat ive are but dtf^] 
allows tit to monrn ^^n he affiids us ; he 
pfteA» in his {M'ovidonfei calls us to ii;» and 
.charges 12s io *meef wHb4bem^ ^mf ;f but 
4ie admomftes us alfo of a. danger on each 
hand. * Myfimt de^e m^ tbm$ie*Ghifienkng 
eftbe Lerdf mr faint 'wben ibou art rebuked ef 

* Joka Tw6. t Fillip* iii* II' \ Jonah ii. ;7-» lo. 
S Pjl.cZTiii. 18. 4 P£ cili. 14. \ F om. zii. 15. 



^ i Mfxur&zr irtstr to rii 

-him.^ If we ierioufl^ profeft ChriftianttJ^ 
our Terf pro&ffion impltes* (nbt only a fttb« 
jedHon io oar lord's will, bot) ^t we hlrft 
ipectal refources ia our afflifttdn^ federal bf 
which have been ali^ady naftied : that, aknong 
other of our pritil^esy there is a peace /rofik 
God itMch pafetb M trnderfiaHdidgf to keep tml^ 
hearti and nund$\ through Life and Dtath ; 
and that we hare many reasons for not ftfr* 
rowing as others ntfho haxie no hope»% Beiidt^ 
which* Chriftians have a poft of hdhour td 
maintain : an hi^ calling^ to demonftrat^ 
and commend : we (hall (lik^ the jpilbt in 4 
ftorm) be brought to our 'priiiciptes ; ahd^ ak 
firrofosfulf y^t alnvays rejoking^W ihould pro^ 
that we have theih not now to learn* 

On the c(Mitraryt there is fuch a thing ili 
nurfmg and cherifliing our grief j; employing 
a *' bu(y med^^ag meHiory to mUfter )xp pail 
endearments," and perfenate a Taft varietf- 
pf tender and heart rending circutnKance^ 

♦ Heb. xii. 5. t Philip, vf, 7. | Thcf. iv. 13; 
f Philip, ill 14. 1 1 Cor. -wu Mt 



koms OP iioi/kifiks. , Qi 

piere is a tearing open the wound afrcfliby 
pages »d remembrances, imd thereby mul* 
Bplying thofepangs trfilch conftitutc the very 
^tterricfi of d^ath itfelf. Our melancholy^ 
^eecdingly aftds this voluntary torture ; 
^ Cesiks expedients, and wiU Kfteh to the moft- 
bjuft and aggravated accu&tions which can 
Ipprpach a tender^ cphfcienctf rfcfi)e<aing th<i 
leceafcd* But ddnfcience fliould lather be 
^onccrned to reptefs fhch a di^fitidn. It 
I a temptation- It defpei^tely ftHlres td re- 
lam Fhat Ood has determined to feittove :' 
fe (ome cafes, it feeks to penetrate aii abyfs he 
brbids evefi corij^^ure to erploi-fe : arid, while 
k unfits the mouriiet fdr the prciSng duties of 
Ms ftation, it leads to thSilfirrtmbfthenvorli 
^ckyorketb death* to his body, foul, and 
Phnftian chara<aeh How differ^t atld fu- 
teftor the fentiments of David I HUfi^anU 
hid unto him, • What thing is this that thou haji^ 
Me ? thou didfl faft and ^eep fir the child 
Uiie It tvas alive, iut nvhen the child ^as dead^ 
^u ^dji rife^ and eat breads And be fMd 

*4Cor.vu.|o. 



for i{4d, WMm f^* '^t^. QM ^ ¥4m 

cififif to rn^y ii/UJi^ child md^ Uv^j , ht^t »^^ 

It is k^(fn^Jffi%vii%X^J favour^Jjl^ for iplritij 
9X adv,aj>cexne?yt- . Tb.^re is a //Vf in the coij 
c?t?ip pf religiQfli ;;.tfee fcripture caljs it the. dojf 
qfvj/ftgtign^ ^ni{%ud$ ^s to xl^ejiori and tG| 
thf /W^i^-^^vt for inftnjdion reipedtii^lt. Yqiig 
h!9$grt,i& ];iQw fof^ its fajTcinations withdraw^ 
aadUiecsilUvud^iKj ?iffe<5ling^ ^nd(;avQi;r,j 
tjierefor^ to take the benefit of a remedy yonj 
ftrf fo ^Wenfive. 

. Ifp IfKA feufe, •• SjpHten Friends ar^ Angd^ 
fpBl; QO errapcU.&Jl cf Ipve," ipftc^ of wecjw 
ipg over their tpmbs, let us lijj^n tQ the voici^ 
which pf operly arifes from thefv ; .^eqiaUjg 
if it b^ our privilege tp- b^ry. Qp^.\ybQ, li^qj 

••• % Suit. x8. ai— aj. f tufceiir. 44* * 



K.'bei; M>ig^ deitJy yttfpeaktth^ aiM^hb TTOtdTd 
|>e t^idy to fty to his rtdurtrtrti * il^tep iiotfir 
\hei'hui Jhr yoUrfihu and fitymi- childr^y^ I 
l^ave fought the good Jightf Ihavt finijhed my conrji^ 
zfffove kept thefaiihiX and received ifty crown. 
T cannot now come to weep with yoUy J>ut 
^ou may afcend and rejoice with me> wherp 
SQiere is no pione deaihrvcither forro^* mr erying% 
/?r the former ihif^r ara faffed a'way* § IS yoja 
pbruly love me, {>repare to fc^owme. If you 
l^^nzeilly wifli to ibe me if^ainf feek-not Xh,t 
^viog among 4^e dead^hut arifei and become 
'^fJiJloy^r (ftbemf nvbo tbrot^h faith and patience 
Miberif the pr^nafetJj^ Take that heavtnly 
laiPIj/wl^cb.^/;jr«f^ a^.a light in a dark place-? 
^'jsraD^ humbly ;by \t till the day danm^ and the 
day.Jlar drife iii your heart. ^ Haite my be- 
^Ipvedy t;ovirards jhe things which pye hath net 
rjken ;.** an4, §re the eternal-day breaks and 
^ihe prefent fliadows flee away» run nvitbfa^ 

' * Heb. XL '4. .. f >l4ike xziii, 28. \. % Tim. iv, 7. 
.§ Rev. xxi. 4, g Hcb. vi. i, a. 
1 2 Ae^L 19. *• I Cor. iL 9. 



fUncetbe race Jet hefireyWf looking unto JifasM 
TAovr will my cup overflow to |i|eet you a*- 
vinppg thofe who d2JXj come biihr out rf great 
s tribulation : ax^d^ ^aviqg majhed their robes in 
ibe blood of the Lamb^ ferve him daj and night 
in his temple r\ 

Embrace every method Grod bath reconi'' 
Inended for zbain^ning communion witb 
him^ and obtaining relii^ from hiniu The 
Tariqus ordinances of his Houfe> the encour- 
agements of his Wordy the fociety of his Chil- 
dreni and, efpecially» Prayer. Often fpeak to 
Him who feeth in fecret^ and is nigh unto aS 
thai call upon bipt^j though, with the Woman 
of Canaan, you can only fay, < Lord help j9v/|| 
Not only an high commendation, but a mir- 
acle followed her requelL She urged it on* 
der the greateft diicouragements, butyoa 
have both a command and^ promife, < Cell 
upon me in the d(vf oftroiAhf I mnii deliver dfe^ 
and tboujhalt glorify me* ^ 

*Hcbi xii. I, ». f R«v. vii. 14$ t5« 

J Matt. VI. 18. S Pft- cadv. i8< 

g Matt. XV. 13. f Ffa. L i^. 



fiovsM. OP Moujtffwa, is 

Andy while you fearch the Scriptures and 

^.ttend the Church, you will at once be in- 

ftrudfced an4 jcncourag^d by marking in both' 

th<>ie footfteps which we lately confidered* 

They are, indeed, not fo explicit in the latter i 
but attention to the icriptural account ^f the 

Cbriftiao charaAer, will greatly afiift you in 

diftiiiguifliing real Cbriftians from thofe who* 

equally fpr^^d and corrupt, have at all time^ 

afTujBed. their name, and mi.xodia their fociety, 

to their grief and fcandal.* Leaving thefe 

UDihz^PY exceftiofis to their proper Judge, Fol-. 

low the unerring -Ruk he has put i|ito your 

hand, and thofe ieho walk by it ; particularly, 

fuch as are your coznpanions in al9ii6tion« 

You will fee them pafEng before you with not 

only the fame wounds in their hearts^ but al- 

moft the fame, words on their lips. $tudy 

their courfe ; mark their progrefs ; obferve 

how they held his arm> pleaded at his throne, 

^jspofed in his boibm, aJid magnified his truth, 

who walked with them in a furnace whichjj 

like that of the three children, burnt nothing 

)mt thjcir bpnds.f 

f Philip, iii. 18, 19. f ^^^' "*• *^« 



' Btt ^ho is fafficient for thefe thingi ?* 

A fourth direftion >^11 fei^e for a r^f. 
To improve the opportunity y6ti (d^ertt,an(! 
to keep pace with thofe you approvief, ^tz)t 
DiviNE ^ssisTAvct ; OF-, is St. PiuVhas ^i- 
prefTe'd it, ^ Be prong t'n the grace t^atli tn 
^efus Chrtp:^ If, on die one hand, 'R'etfg- 
Ion has vaft propofals to mate '; oh the otheri 
to be truly religious is a mighty aiAi, ati*d iiSA 
ht accompliflied only thrhugh rim thaV Tov'ea 
A/.f Oppoling Omnipotence to Ai^ciiltyi 
was ibeir/ecretf who to glorioufly ov^'anae 
n world that ivis'noit \^orthy oftb'em : "reac! 
their hiftory !n the eleventh chapter oi!th'c 
Hebrews, and fee what an Implicit feliance^ 
called Faith, 2l feeing Hipty ivho is InviJibU^ySm 
perform. That invaluable record ieems to 
iay, * Our fathers trufied in thee : they trujfe'df 
find thou didjl deliver them : thej/ irujied in'thee^ 
find *were not confounded.* \ ^ 

\^e are, indeed, called to aim and to dit^ 
j^nd have the greatefi promifes annexed to the 



f » Tim. ii. z. t^EtMi^SL J^ 

\ Pfa. xxiL 4,, ^ 



•W(?^r<? nc^.fmgicknt rfewrfelpej ta think auji 

HuMgtat./kfjmrfebifSi but thatop- /ufficUwy^tA 

^4hd.\ Ckrift eacottvages no«)»i3 to adt 

iFaftice OB tlie gvDimd of his own fireng^, an)» 

JB^Mk tk^ion t}iat of hit otm ^^^ ^ he b 

ai6 jealoci&of die potror of his Arm as of thv 

an^rk <^ Ul Biopik He admitted infirinitjii 

and^K^f to.beprel4intedaU^£iri?Mr/A?//»/9 bq« 

inrertt^as an (7l^^^/i» Lh^ve obfe«vtd it ndt 

-ttittominemy fort^is to be a feafoB of pecuiiap 

temptation ; a fpiritnal enemy (lands ready tct 

iSefeat cfcry^irittiat Opportunity \ but our 

lielp'is^ near/ and our example, in fuch <ion^ 

lidls, excelleiit. F(?r /^^ thing I hefiughtiha^ 

£ffrd thrice*: afid hefaidunpf mey * Mf grjicm 

k.fufficien$ fir thee ; fir my Jirength is mai^f 

perfiil in tueaknefs,* klay you be enaUed to 

add with the- apoflEfe,*itf^^/^ii(y> therefirei 

*af{S I rather glory in my infirmities ^ that th* 

p^er of Chriji may reborn me.^%. 

Again, that you may feck cheerfully thii' 
affift'ance, ntOAtt} tour sNcouxAosMsifn* To 
ifif^W.QPr. ,ali<9)aM4 mindly and g^ oiir 

f % Con ili. 5* | i Gor. xii 8, ^* 



i^ A fRiSNDir Visit to tki j 

donfidencey God meets tts> hi a wsqr fmtttd^lM«| 
oar neceflities^aodvtQ our jf^ahs. .Refift, "^^ 



the vikft temptation, any.^loubt of that Good , 
Will U Mun^ which was fuog at the R^eeai!-» 
er's birth. What bsah God not done in otz« 
der to Commend his love ? Bj every expreaCV: 
£dn of tender conq$m> he^ in the pei^n of; 
a Man offorr^'tis^ incites tb^ gmltj,' the W«fc^; 
ry^the trembling ^d th^-^nopt^d to come 
unto him ; afluring them tlu^^ he will neither ' 
hr^ak the brut fed reed, i^px q^fincbtbe ffBoking, . 

if GodU l(^e,jr "CihriA is.Qod ftooping to. 
the ienfes, and fpeaking to the heart of nsan :" 
ever faying^ *Look to my crofs, take my 
Yoke, and lean upon.my Arm, ^nd ye ihal} 
find red.' He fought the houfe.c^ mourning 
to comfort the flflers of Lazarus : he met a 
widow following her only child^ and, mf^ 
the. Lord /(11V her^ he had companion on betf a»d 
/aid unto her^ ^Weep mtJ*% May be meet 
you at this time, my dear friend, with con- 
folations which none buthimfelf can afibrd : 

^ Matt, ill %0i t ' J^^° ^^* '^* t ^^^ ^ >3» 



MdMbdW at tin i^erf *gnivt?» flmllditit fkying 

hBfteonght t^Tpidit ^ iO^»i^ hfmMmxdt^ in 

^Uh^i/^' liM thoft {ear, \riio dsTpife otbr 

hctmnly JMcndi ojst Prcfpens^ Prov^U 

iGoff^froMmt^nd feiikof Dufj : God With as, 

Md all tfaiilga in Oo4» is Ught in durkneft, 

lifb in d«ftth. Tbe words' wbidti revived hlin» 

i!i|4lO Ayles liiinfelf ^^r brother ofid cofnpanim 
fn trUmUtkniimd in thffiktgdoVn and patience tf 

^dfut Ghi^^ remain to cbeer n iblitude 

idasker (if poffible) than his; * FeArnot $ ., I 

\0mth»fitfianithtkft i I afnheibdit livethdoti 

%b»jr dead t and behold I a^ alive fir evermore 

i/fnien-f mdHave^thikeysofhdlandofdeatL^ 

' To conclude t-^Tfae late evint fohmnlf 

'repeetsd its AiHtlior's chiau^, *^ be ts also 

•«BA©v:»*J Your FHefid h gone : ybur fol- 
ilowkig is (rertatn : itiilaj be iUdden ; it itiay 

%e nett. Biit ftould it take place this night, 

and'ftid yott provided With nothing bcttar 

for thd change than the miftrable fnbterfix* 

♦ 1 Cor. XV. 54, t Rcy. 1. .g, 

^ Rre^. i. i^, 1%' § Matt. xxiv. 44. 



ges of the prcrfanet.or the fear cely left miieiii 
able fupports of die formal, ^nhat an nimrm 
\tE you are not left to the moft a£fe6tiv[g ^Ko- 
lufion OF (lupidity) wfll it occaflon ! What 
an awful traniltion, to pafs from the Satiouk 
to the Judge ! without love to him ; with- 
out even an acquaintance with him ; uhixoU- 

ingy unreconciled, unrenewed ! And to Him: 
who has fo often invited you, warned you, 

and, at times, affeded your cqnfciehce with 

the truths we have been confidering l«*— 

What a fubjeftfor eternal refleftion, ^ 7"^ 

^ivouU fwt come to him that you might have lifef^ I 

God forbid, however, that this ihould be' 

your cafe ! I only fuppofe it, left it (hould ;| 

and it is too common to render the fuppo(i-| 

tion improper. From fiich a ganger we can-| 
not be too fecure ; aad, therefore, having; 

lately feen how foon thenigh^ cometh labcnm 

fm^n can tuork^^ let us feek today f in the re* 

demption which is in Chrift Jefus,* that peac( 

and fafety which you muft be confciouscaa 

nevef* be found out of it, and which it maf 

be too late to feek tomorrow. 

• JoJmi v. 4^ t John i*. 4* 



aonts or Mouxjfijii0m ^1 

Some things belonging to oar important 
^dumge are wifely hid from us ; nothmg» 
1 lioweTery is more pl^n than that It is mam 
.and therefore demands our moft ferious at-> 
tentioQ : that it is fifUilly Jec^vd,* and there- 
fore warns us to watch ag^inft thofe errors* 
which eternity cannot re&ify i and) tliat the 
)iO}ir.is uncertain^ and, therefore* calls us to 
ftand prepared. With our loins girded^ an4 
our lights burnings may we thus wait for our 
Lprd ! 

Imprefled with fuch views, I have often 

wiibed to take the afflicted by the hand, and 

lead them to a Refource their ps^fllons have 

obfcured, I l^ave wifhed them to fee that 

the Chriftian hope is then mo& aliye and full 

of immt)rtality, when every other hope per- 

iflies. Thefe wiflies, and the requeft of a 

friend, (who was folicitous to obtain fbme- 

thingof this kind more compendious than 

he had yet feen) have drawn from me feme 

imperfei^ hints. Imperfed, however, as 

^ey are, like a few words, prefented by the 



7t ■( ratsBcr rittr, teem 

ffoad^ fidle to the eye of a wwry tnvder, 
tbcy mvj afibrd 70a fikm^ptefcQi direfiida 
MDd re^ef. And Ihoold He, iriio is pieaM 
to employ die feebkft ne&ne ia hU grfcauft 
woric, ccmduA 70a by theiti, (though but a 
fingle ftep on your way) towards a JUtnviit^ 
'naithtmt eimdi~^ ffoUfi widiout mtuf-mMg, 
Uiefcrvlcc of your a^aiontttc Rftaa tril 
labtaiD an high reward. 
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